
 

 

Instrument Rating Cost Estimate 

Private Pilot Certificate  

Age - At least 17 

Read, Speak, Write and Understand the English Language  

One Instrument Cross Country of at least 250 NM with 3  
Instrument Approaches 

Pass Written, Oral, and Flight Exam 

35 Hours of Actual or Simulated IFR Instruction  

FAA Part 141 Minimum Requirements 

OH-3  
Rev. 11/2019 

 
This page provides the estimated costs of earning an instrument rating at our facility. 
 
Since every student is different, and may require additional aircraft hours and instructional time, these 
cost estimates should only be used as a guide. AFI does not guarantee that individuals will earn an in-
strument rating for these prices. Aircraft costs are based on pre-paid rates. 
 
AFI’s Instrument 141 course will allow you to complete your instrument training without 
the required 50 hours of cross-country time as PIC.  

Hours Description  Misc. C-172SP   172SP  
 G1000  

30.0  Aircraft Rental   $4,800 $5,100 

15.0 Simulator  $250* $400* 

55.0 Instructor Time $3,300   

10.0 Ground Instruction  $600   

 Instrument Written Exam $160   

 FAA Examiner Fee $800   

 TOTAL ESTIMATE  $9,910 $10,360 

*Monthly Sim Club rate 

4119 W. Commonwealth Ave., Fullerton, CA 92833 

Phone (714) 773-0741 ~ FLYAFI.COM 



 

 

Instrument Pilot Course 
 
 

When the weather challenges you, having your Instrument Rating will make you a safer, more 
confident pilot no matter how dark the clouds are on the horizon. 
 
The Instrument Pilot Program at AFI Flight Training Center not only gives you the ability to fly 
in and out of clouds. It will also sharpen your skills and increases your confidence as a Pilot. 
AFI Flight Training Center’s Instrument Pilot Course can be broken down into 3 basic stages as 
follows: 
 

STAGE ONE - Attitude Instrument Flying.  
Objective: Get your head IN the cockpit.  
 
During the first stage of your instrument training, you will learn how to perform Private Pilot 
maneuvers Under the Hood (Having no visual reference outside of the aircraft. This process is 
used to simulate conditions inside of clouds). Navigation procedures will be introduced using 
VOR and NDB navigational aids and the student will also learn holding patterns. Stage one will 
be complete when the student is able to operate the airplane solely by reference to the flight in-
struments and has a basic knowledge of the IFR system. 
 
 

STAGE TWO - Instrument Approaches.  
Objective: Safely complete various Instrument Approaches.    
 
During this stage of training, you will learn the skills that are necessary for safely performing 
published Instrument Approach Procedures (a method of descending to the airport safely while 
in conditions where the visibility/weather does not permit a descent to landing in visual condi-
tions). Stage two will be complete when you can safely complete instrument approaches. You 
will also be able to identify the various types of approaches available to you as an instrument 
pilot. 
 

STAGE THREE- Flight Test.  
Objective: Prepare for the FAA Checkride!    
 
Much like Stage 3 of the Private Pilot Program, you have learned all of the skills that need to be 
performed for the FAA Examiner. You will, in this stage, master those skills to Checkride 
standards. You will also take a more in depth look at regulations and how they apply to you as 
an instrument pilot. Once the Checkride is completed (with satisfactory performance), you will 
gain your Instrument Pilots Certificate. 


