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AFI CATALINA CHECKOUT SYLLABUS 

 

Pick up Checkout Packet from AFI 

Schedule 1, 2-hour block of ground instruction with and AGI or CFI 

Schedule 1, 4-hour block of flight with an aircraft and CFI 

Additional appointments may be scheduled as determined by AFI staff  

 

SESSION 1 (Ground – 1.0 hour) 

Come prepared, having read the required material and completed the worksheet in the packet. 

Be prepared to discuss: 

 Wind shear 

 Illusions 

 Emergency Procedures 

 Catalina Airport and Environment 

 

SESSION 2 (Flight – Approximately .5 ground, 2.5 flight)  
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AFI Flight Training CATALINA CHECKOUT WORKSHEET 
Answer the following questions about KAVX: ACE Clearwater Field (AKA Catalina Airport)  

Answers can be found in this packet, on charts, in the chart supplement, by contacting airport management, and the aircraft’s POH. 

Runway Length  Field Elevation  Traffic Pattern Altitude  

Traffic Pattern Directions:  Runway 4  Runway 22  

Does the airport have any visual slope indicators?  

What weather reporting is available (include frequency & phone number information)?  

Are touch-and-goes permitted?  May you take off at an intersection?  

CTAF/Unicom Frequency?  VOR Frequency?  

What radio call is REQUIRED?  

What fuel and maintenance services are available at the airport?  

Hours of operation: Summer  Winter  

Is there a landing fee?   If so, how much?  

Is there an overnight parking fee?   If so, how much?  

Where must single engine pistons park?  

 

What features of Catalina are unique and what are some possible hazards around the airport?  

 

 

 

 

What is the aircraft make and model you are flying?  

What is the aircraft’s best glide (Vg) speed?  

What is the maximum power off glide range at 6000’ with no wind?  

Could you glide to either shore if your engine failed mid-channel at this altitude?  

What are the ditching procedures for the airplane you are flying?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Name  CFI Name  

Student Signature  CFI Signature  

Date  Date  
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Practical Advice for Flying to Catalina - By Imran Jamali 

 

The following is the advice I give my students when flying into Catalina. This advice is taken from the perspective of flying a single-engine 

land plane and takes into consideration the worst-case scenario of losing that single engine over the ocean. 

 

1. Know the Airport - Due to the Catalina airport’s unusual topography, it has been the site of numerous accidents over the years. Most 

accidents can be attributed to inexperience. If you are a casual flyer and have never flown to Catalina, go with an experienced flight 

instructor, or at least schedule a ground lesson. Call any of the many flight schools around LA, Orange County, or San Diego and ask if 

they have an experienced Catalina instructor on staff. 

 

 Inexperienced pilots flying in to Catalina during windy conditions or poor visibility do not fare well. The steep drop-off at the end 

of the runway creates significant downdrafts and turbulence, often exceeding a small aircraft’s ability to climb. 

 

 Another common cause of accidents are the illusions caused by the upslope of the first 2000 feet of runway 22. 

▪ On landing, the upslope creates the illusion of being higher than you really are, tricking inexperienced pilots into flying the 

approach too low and encountering the aforementioned downdrafts. Overcome the illusion by using the altimeter, focusing 

only on the first few hundred feet of the runway, and by using the VASI during the approach. 

▪ On takeoff, this same upslope prevents line-of-sight between the runway ends. Most pilots only see half the runway when 

aligned with runway 4 or 22 in takeoff position, and some inexperienced pilots have induced a takeoff stall as they panicked 

by pulling up near the mid-point of runway, thinking it was the end. There are no mid-field or distance remaining signs for 

the runway. 

2. Watch the Weather - Do not go in heavy IMC. Even if you are an experienced instrument pilot, what fun is going to a vacation spot 

that will be cloudy anyway? Catalina airport does have an instrument approach, with the VOR located about 1.8 NM to the south. The 

airport is often closed because of low cloud cover or other inclement weather. Call the ASOS at 310-510-9641 to check airport conditions 

and call 800-255-8700 to check general conditions.  

 

3. Respect the Ocean - Choose a route that gives you the shortest distance over the ocean. Consider routing over oil platforms and 

common boat routes. If you do have an engine failure, ditching near an oil platform or in front of a boat increases your chances of quick 

help. Even though it is not required under Part 91, you should seriously consider taking a life raft, life preservers, pyrotechnic signaling 

devices, etc. Make sure all of your passengers know how to swim. I will not take a passenger who can’t swim, even with a life preserver. 

Review your water ditching procedures; a good starting point is the AIM section 6-3-3.  

 

If possible, choose an altitude that allows a power-off glide back to shore in case of an engine failure. For example, let us assume you 

take the shortest route over water, which is 22 NM. Midway point of that route would be 11 NM. Look at the performance chart for your 

airplane and see which altitude will give you a power-off gliding distance of 11 NM or greater. Don’t forget to factor in the headwind 

component. After takeoff, ensure that you are at your power-off gliding altitude before reaching the ocean. This may involve a circling 

climb over land and coordinating airspace clearance with approach. 

 

It is always a good idea to file a flight plan and request VFR flight following.  

 

4. Beware the Deep - If you are a diver, or are taking passengers that are divers, remember to use the following rule of thumb. If your 

dive did not require a controlled ascent, wait at least 12 hours if your flight will be above 8000’ MSL. If your dive required a controlled 

ascent, wait at least 24 hours if your flight altitude exceeds 8000’ MSL. Some divers have told me, to be on the safe side, they wait 24 

hours regardless of the type of dive or airplane cruising altitude. 
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Catalina Airport General Information 

 

Catalina airport (AVX) sits atop a high mesa near the middle of the island. The single, 3000-foot runway (4-22) occupies the entire length 

of the mesa. The mesa is very steep, dropping from the field elevation of 1602 feet straight down to the ocean, which has inspired the 

name “Airport-in-the-Sky.” 

 

When inbound to Catalina from the mainland, it is common to contact CTAF about mid-channel. Pilots must obtain approval from the 

Unicom operator for takeoff and landing at this privately owned, public use facility. All pilots must announce taking the runway prior to 

departure. Only full-stop landings are allowed, and operations are only permitted when the airport is open and attended. 

 

Winter Hours of Operation: October 14 to April 3 -  8 AM - 5 PM local time 

Summer Hours of Operation: April 3 to October 13 -  8 AM - 7 PM  local time 

 

For more information or if you will require ground transportation upon arrival, please contact the airport manager at 310-510-0143.  

 

Although the runway was repaved with concrete in 2019, expect some bumpiness and roughness. The taxiways and tiedown areas 

remain in somewhat poor condition and pilots can expect to encounter rocks and potholes. Catalina Airport is a popular destination so 

bring your own chocks and tiedowns in case the limited tiedown cables provided are filled. Pilots of single engine pistons are asked to 

park in the infield dirt area on weekends or busy weekdays but may use the ramp or infield area on slower weekends and weekdays.  

 

Since the airport cannot generate revenue from FBO operations, hangars, fuel, or maintenance, the cost of keeping the airport open is 

covered by a landing fee. The landing fee is paid on the second floor of the airport building and is $35 for single engine pistons, $40 for 

piston twins, $50 for turbine singles, and $100 for turbine twins. The overnight tiedown fee is $20 per night for singles and $30 per night 

for twins. Consider joining the Catalina Aero Club for an annual fee of $210 and land for free all year in addition to enjoying other benefits. 

 

Adjacent to the airport, and with an equally beautiful view, is DC-3 Gifts & Grill. The restaurant is renowned for its buffalo burgers but 

more traditional fare for breakfast, lunch, and dinner is available. The restaurant has the same hours of operation as the airport. Call 310-

510-2196 for more information. The Catalina Island Conservancy’s nature center is also located at the airport. It contains many 

interpretive displays with information about the natural history of Santa Catalina Island and a pleasant native plant garden. 

 

While the airport environs alone make for an enjoyable visit, much of Catalina’s charm and adventure is reserved for those who venture 

down off the mesa. The island has two towns: Avalon and the much smaller Two Harbors.  From the airport you can take a shuttle bus 

to and from either town.  

 

Catalina has many activities to offer visitors such as hiking, biking, camping, diving, paddling, snorkeling, disc golfing, and jeep or walking 

tours! Plan your next trip at https://www.visitcatalinaisland.com/  

https://www.visitcatalinaisland.com/

